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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 1400 Nauset Road 


Historic Name: Sylvanus & Phebe Doane House & Barn 


Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: ca. 1761, ca. 1791 


Source: vital records, HABS, censuses 
Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, ca. 1800 
Outbuilding, ca. 2000 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Enlarged from a half- to full-Cape, ca. 1791 
Wings added on north & west sides, 19" c. 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 3.798 


Setting: Located on a historic rural road backing up on 
open space of National Seashore and across the street 
from dense concentration of late-20""-century residential 
development. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Sylvanus & Phebe Doane House, built in stages in the 18" and 19" centuries, is a one-story wood frame single dwelling 
with a full Cape Cod plan, the center chimney of which has been removed, with wings added on the north and west. The western 
half of the house is believed to have been built in 1761-1767; it was later enlarged to a full-cape plan at the end of the 18" 
century. Measured drawings and construction analysis made during a HABS survey of Eastham in 1960 document its 
development.’ The front (south) fagade has a central entrance flanked by two windows on each side; the doorway is positioned 
closer to the easterly bays than to those on the westerly side suggesting the phases of construction. The heads of the door and 
windows are tight against the eave consistent with 18'"-century design. A one-story kitchen wing is attached to the west gable 
end, set back from the front fagade. It has an off-center chimney indicating the separation of a kitchen on the house side and 
service areas on the end. Fenestration has been altered with doorways into each section and a replacement window. A hatch for 
a basement entry is located under the windows to the east of the doorways. The HABS architect considered a small one-story 
wing on the north side of the house to have been built before the kitchen. 


The house is sited in a small clearing at the southerly end of the frontage of a large rectangular lot. The rest of the property is 

wooded except for another clearing at the north end of the parcel where a story-and-a-half English barn is located. It is in poor 
condition; the roof is failing. The plan has been altered by moving the wagon bay to the north side and walling over the center 
bay. A smaller door is located in the south bay. A large two-story building with a concrete basement, wood shingle siding and 

metal roof with dormers has been recently built behind the historic barn. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

If the granite marker near this house is credible, a portion of the house numbered 1400 Nauset Road was probably built by 1767, 
the year Capt. Obadiah Doane was born.” His parents, Sylvanus Doane (1740-1813) and Phebe Mayo, were married in 1761. 
Sylvanus was a fifth-generation descendant of Eastham settler John Doane and was the grandson of David Doane (ca. 1674- 
1748). Most other Eastham Doanes whose houses have survived into the current day descended from David’s older brother 
Samuel (1673-1756). When Sylvanus’s father Jonathan Doane (1702-80) died, his will left his house, barn, and about three 
acres to son Sylvanus; if this refers to the house in which Obadiah Doane reputedly was born, it would be much older: Jonathan 
Doane married Martha Higgins in 1723. 


According to family historian Alfred Alder Doane, Sylvanus Doane’s estate was divided in October 1813 among his oldest son 
Seth, married daughters Elizabeth Atwood and Tamsen Lincoln, and the children of his late son Ezekiel. Son Seth had already 
moved by that time to Calais, Vermont. Presumably son Obadiah was not part of that division because he had married Phebe 
Young Atwood in 1791 and had acquired property (at least one parcel including a house) by 1795, if not earlier.? Sylvanus and 
Obadiah Doane are listed in consecutive households in the 1800 census (the 1810 census is alphabetical), and though no 
document has been found to indicate it, it may be that Obadiah came to occupy his father’s house by 1820. He appears to have 
been living in South Eastham in 1830, but by 1840 he was again in the Nauset section. 


Obadiah Doane died in 1849, and his will left five dollars each to his six daughters, two of his sons, and one other person; the 
rest of the estate went to eldest son Sylvanus Doane (1798-1876), who is listed in the 1840 census in his own household; he 
had married Jerusha Sparrow on Eastham the year before. In 1850 Sylvanus Doane is credited with $1317 in real property and 
lived with his wife and son Charles, a laborer. The 1858 map attaches the name “S. Doane” to the house on this site. 


In 1865 Sylvanus and Jerusha Doane shared the 1400 Nauset Road house with their daughter Jerusha and her husband 
Francis P. Brewer, a mariner and Eastham native she had married in 1863. In 1870 he is shown alone in his household (though 
his wife was living) and credited with $973 in real property. Sylvanus Doane died in 1873, and in 1880 his widow Jerusha was 


1 Eastham MA, Eastham Historical Society Archives, HABS Cape Cod Survey I, 1960. 
? The marker was erected by a later owner, Ralph Chase, who claimed his source was Obadiah Doane’s grandson. Following an inspection in 
1960, an architect with the Historic American Building Survey determined the house was built in the late 1700s. 
3 On 15 January 1795 (BCD 999041:146), Michael /Collins sold Obadiah Doane a lot with buildings on the west side of Nauset Road “about 
northwest from Sylvanus Doane’s barn” and bordering an unnamed crossroad. 

Continuation sheet 1 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 1400 Nauset Road 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
[ _|__Eas.99 


living at 1400 Nauset Road with Francis P. and Jerusha Brewer and their children Frank J., born in 1867, and Mabel S., born in 
1874. The 1880 Eastham map attaches “J. Doane” to the house. 


Francis P. Brewer worked as a farmer in 1880, ran the “steaming apparatus” at the town’s canning factory in 1883, and was 
working out of town later in the 1880s. By 1884 Jerusha Sparrow Doane was living elsewhere and visiting her Eastham home, 
but by 1894 she had returned to 1400 Nauset Road, where she died in 1898. The Yarmouth Register noted that by the time of 
her death she was both blind and deaf but “remarkably smart for a woman of her age”; she was ninety-five years old and one of 
the oldest residents in town. In the same year Francis P. Brewer died at the age of sixty-two, and in 1900 Jerusha Doane Brewer 
lived at 1400 Nauset Road with her unmarried daughter Mabel, who worked as a housekeeper; son Frank, a famer who had 
married Canadian immigrant Carrie E. Dill in 1887; and their five children—Henrietta S., Edith C., Leonard J., James P., and 
Albina H.—all born between 1888 and 1898. 


In 1905 Frank J. Brewer died at the age of thirty-nine, and in 1909 his widow Carrie married Charles Whitman Chase, a native of 
Brewster and a fisherman living in Eastham whose wife, Hattie F. Gill Chase, had died in 1895. He had five sons, the two 
youngest of whom, Roy and Elwood Clarence, lived with their father, his new wife, and his wife’s children in 1910. By that year 
Frank’s mother Jerusha had moved to Orleans, where she worked as a housekeeper, and in 1913 she married Atkins Paine of 
Orleans, a retired traveling salesman. She died in Orleans in 1915 and left her real property in Eastham to her late son’s six 
children—Henrietta, Edith, Leonard J., James P. Albina H., and Trueman F. They owned the property until 1942, when they and 
other heirs sold 1400 Nauset Road to Ralph A. Chase, Leslie’s brother and their stepbrother.* 


Born in Eastham in 1888, Ralph Abraham Chase was the son of Charles W. and Hattie F. Gill Chase, began his working life as a 
streetcar conductor in Fitchburg and later in Brockton; his visits to his father and stepmother were noted regularly in Cape 
newspapers. By 1920 Ralph moved back to Eastham and lived at 1400 Nauset Road with his father Charles, by then an 
asparagus farmer. He worked as a fisherman, while stepbrothers James P. Brewer was a truck farmer and Trueman was a 
merchant mariner. Also part of the household were Carrie Dill Brewer Chase and her daughter Albina. By the mid- to late 1920s 
Ralph Chase had left fishing for farming and in 1927 was elected clerk and treasurer of the Eastham Farmers’ Association; his 
older brother Leslie was president of the group and a member of its board, as was James P. Brewer. 


In 1930 Ralph Chase and his father and stepmother lived together at 1400 Nauset Road, and his long career in Cape 
agricultural affairs had already begun. He was elected director of the Cape Cod Extension Service in 1928 and treasurer of the 
Cape Cod Farm Bureau in 1933; he was the latter’s group vice president in 1935 and president in 1940. In 1931 Ralph Chase 
was elected secretary of the Cape Cod National Farm Loan Association, which worked with the federal land bank to secure 
government-funded farm mortgages; he continued to manage the association at least into the early 1940s. Chase was foreman 
of the federal Civil Works Administration’s Dairy Farm Cleanup program in the Cape towns from Yarmouth to Provincetown in 
1933 and managed the project to fill and ship Eastham’s surplus turnip crop to the federal government to distribute among those 
made destitute by the 1936 flood. He and his father were among the largest asparagus growers in Eastham, and Ralph Chase 
worked mightily to promote the “noted Cape white turnip” grown in Eastham and find it a place in chain grocery stores. He was 
also chair of the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce’s agricultural committee. In addition, Chase served the town for many years 
as selectman, chair of its World War II general defense committee, and vice chair of the Eastham Tercentenary Committee in 
1949.° 


In 1970 Ralph Chase married Toku Nakamura, and they lived at 1400 Nauset Road; Chasse added her name to the title for the 
3.8-acre parcel in 1971. He died in December 1980, and in 2004 his widow sold the property to Michael J. Nicholson and David 
A. Nicholson, the owners of record in 2020.® 


4 Henrietta S. Cowen, Brewster; Leonard J. Brewer, Albina H. Brewer Nickerson, Trueman F. Brewer, and Lucile B. Brewer, Eastham; Edith C. 
Brewer Redgate, Braintree; and Leslie E. Chase, Eastham, to Ralph A. Chase, 16 May 1942, BCD 592:199; Lucille B. Brewer, guardian of 
Carol B. Brewer and J. Richard Brewer, to Ralph A. Chase, 7 May 1942, BCD 592:198. 
5 On Chase see “Eastham Farmers’ Association,” Yarmouth Register, 29 January 1927, 7; ibid., 11 February 1928, 6; ibid., 7 February 1931, 8; 
“Eastham Town Meeting: Upset Marks Election,” ibid., 6 February 1932, 4; ibid., 25 November 1933, 4; “Asparagus Season Opens,” ibid., 19 
May 1934, 3; ibid., 29 November 1935, 1; “Gov't May Purchase Surplus Turnip Crop,” ibid., 10 April 1936, 1; ibid., 12 September 1941, 5; 
Hyannis Patriot, 6 February 1930, 1; “Cape Cod Briefs,” ibid., 5 February 1931, 1; ibid., 9 December 1933, 3; ibid., 21 November 1935, 2; 
“Special Turnip Growers Committee,” ibid.,, 10 December 1936, 11; ibid. 23 March 1939, 1; ibid. 10 August 1939, 4; and ““Special Turnip 
Growers Committee,” Hyannis Patriot, 10 Dec 1936, 11. 
6 Ralph A. Chase, Nauset Road, to Ralph A. and Toku Chase, 9 August 1971, BCD 1523:501; Toku N. Chase to Michael J. Nicholson and 
David A. Nicholson, 6 August 2004, BCD 18934:319. See also “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass. Made for Ralph Chase,” BCP 247:129 
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Plan of land made for Ralph A. Chase, 1968 
(BCP 247:129). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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View from SW. 
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View of barn from west. 
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